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OFFERING 1
Identify potential OECMs: 

Essential Life Support Area (ELSA) Tool on UNBL
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INTRODUCING THE ELSA* 
INTEGRATED SPATIAL 

PLANNING TOOL 
ON UNBL

*Essential Life Support Areas



What is it?
• Creates priority maps 

showing where actions to 
protect, manage, 
restore, and urban 
green can best support 
GBF Targets 1-12

• Developed through 
consultations with two 
Expert Advisory 
Committees

ELSA Integrated Spatial 
Planning Tool on UNBL



1. Set budgets for area-based targets



Higher priority… Lower priority…

… higher weight … lower weight

2. Weight input data based on national priorities



• Identifying areas 
that maximize the 
overall 
representation 
whilst staying 
within our area-
based targets

• Leading to a final 
map that can 
support spatial 
planning for the 
KMGBF

3. Run optimization



ELSA 
Integrated 
Spatial 
Planning 
Tool

Freely 
available  
to any user 
within the 
UNBL 
workspace.



ELSA for All on UNBL
Integrated spatial planning tool that can be used FREELY 
by any country (Free service, no funding needed)

01  

02 

03 
Subnational ELSA on UNBL
Highly tailored approach using subnational data & targets 
(Possibility for HAC Matchmaking Facility)

National Integrated Spatial Planning on UNBL 
Customized approach based on national context & targets 
(Possibility for HAC Matchmaking Facility) 

OUR VISION: 
DYNAMIC TIERS OF ENGAGEMENT TO MEET NATIONAL NEEDS



OFFERING 2
Spatial evaluation of Other effective area-based 

conservation measures (OECMs)



Spatial Prioritization Map to Support Identification of New 
PAs / Potential OECMs – Example of Ecuador

• What: (1) Spatial prioritization analysis based on GBF and NBTs to support identification of new PAs / 
potential OECMs. (2) Mapping environmental values of potential OECMs. 

• Why: Support governments to prioritize areas for NBSAP implementation

• How: Co-created with national stakeholders using customized systematic conservation planning 
analysis and webtool



• What: Perform site-level assessments of potential 
OECMs on providing “biodiversity outcomes of 
comparable importance and complementary to those 
of protected areas” (IUCN, 2024)

• Why: The evaluation will support countries in 
prioritizing OECMs for site-level validation.  

Assessing OECMs according to IUCN guidance –
Example of Colombia

How: 
• Evaluate with indicators on Biodiversity, Ecosystem Services, 

Ecological Integrity & Connectivity, Ecosystems, Status & 
Change in Human Footprint, Traditional Human Uses

• Customize based on national policy & context. 



At-cost service: Spatial evaluation for potential OECMs

• Inception workshop to mobilize key stakeholders and definition of a work plan and 
relevant timeline

• Host a suite of meetings to obtain specific input on policy, science and data
• Co-creating a spatial prioritization map that enables countries to map out areas 

where to protect, manage and restore nature to achieve simultaneously their NBTs 
and contribute to the KMGBF targets

• Designing and executing a spatial analysis to evaluate potential OECMs based on 
the IUCN guidance to support government efforts towards site-level validation

• Develop supporting documents to hand over the final maps, access to UNBL 
webtool, and ensure continuity

• Hosting relevant capacity building and training (English, French, Portuguese, 
Russian, Spanish)

• Connect, if relevant, the technical team with the team working on the NBSAP and 
7th National Report for effectively meeting the CBD decisions milestones

• A co-created spatial prioritization map, indicating the areas where nature can be 
protected, restored or sustainably managed to achieve national biodiversity targets 
and the KMGBF targets. This can help countries to identify new priority areas for 
protection either as a PA or OECM.   

• Development and application of a spatial assessment for potential OECMs to 
determine which OECMs are most important for key biodiversity, connectivity, vs. 
ecosystem services (OECM Criterion C and D)

• Overall capacity building and training
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THANK YOU!

Anne Virnig – anne.virnig@undp.org
Liliana Corzo – liliana.corzo@undp.org

mailto:anne.virnig@undp.org
mailto:di.zhang@undp.org
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